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“Working	together	to	build	a	stronger,	
kinder	and	more	just	community”	

OUR	GREAT	FINDS	STORE	MANAGER	–	JEANNIE	MARTINEZ	

Jeannie,	 our	 “Great	 Finds”	 store	 manager,	 likes	 to	 think	 of	
herself	 as	 being	 “tough”	 as	 she	used	 to	work	 as	 a	 basketball	
referee	 and	 was	 not	 afraid	 to	 give	 out	 ‘technicals’	 to	 the	
players	who	 towered	over	her	 five	 foot	 frame.	 But	 if	 you	 ask	
any	 volunteer	 or	 shopper	 at	 the	 store,	 they	 would	 tell	 you	
about	her	depth	of	compassion	 for	others,	her	quick	sense	of	
humour	 and	 her	 ever-present	 smile.	 	 (see	 her	 in	 the	 picture	
with	the	refugee	family)	
Jeannie	has	been	the	store	manager	for	three	and	a	half	years	
and	confesses	that	she	originally	took	the	job	mainly	because	it	
was	close	to	home	and	for	her	son,	Abraham,	who	was	starting	
a	new	school	nearby.		She	said	the	job	came	as	an	answer	to	her	financial	needs	but	now	shares	that	it	has	become	
more	than	“just	a	 job”.	She	explains	 that	 this	 is	the	 first	 job	she	has	ever	had	 that	she	looks	forward	 to	coming	 to	
work	and	 is	 thankful	 for	 the	 support	 that	 they	have	 received	 and	 is	 grateful	 to	 see	Abraham	growing	up	 knowing	
Christ.		She	explains	that	he	has	been	welcomed	into	two	of	the	partnership	churches’	youth	groups.				(Cont’d	on	page	2)	
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The	 Iranian	 refugee	 family	
being	 sponsored	 by	 Christ	
Church	 Saint	 James	 came	 to	
shop	 at	 Great	 Finds	 for	 school	
supplies	 and	 other	 essentials	
and	 gave	 us	 their	 wish	 list	 for	
winter	 coats.	 Pictured	 also	 our	
staff:	 Jeannie	 Martinez	 (store	
manager),	 Emily	 Slotegraaf	

(Ministry	 Coordinator)	 &	 our	 Wednesday	 afternoon	 volunteers:	 Win	
Fisher,	Josephine	and	June	Roberts.	

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
 

Stonegate Ministry is an alliance of local Christian churches working in partnership with the 
community through shared resources, offering programs and opportunities to build healthy 
relationships, strong families, a sense of belonging and a deeper relationship with God. We 
endeavour to address the needs of the whole person and families to bridge toward a better 
life and to be a faithful voice to ensure everyone in the community is treated with justice 

and Christian compassion. 
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Emily’s	Program	Update	–	EMOTIONALLY	HEATLHY	TOOLBOX	

Back	 in	 the	 spring,	 I	was	 in	 conversation	with	 Pastor	 Eric	 from	Cornerstone	Community	
Church.	 	 In	 our	 discussion	 about	 the	Mimico	 community,	 we	 came	 up	with	 the	 idea	 of	
doing	a	women’s	group	on	emotional	health	at	their	church.		The	program	would	explore	
topics	 such	as	 boundaries,	 speaking	one’s	 voice,	 and	emotions.	 	 Before	we	went	ahead	
with	 the	 idea,	 we	 sat	 down	 with	 three	 individuals	 who	 are	 very	 connected	 in	 the	
neighbourhood	 to	 see	 what	 they	 thought	 of	 the	 idea.	 	 Two	 of	 the	 individuals	 were	 so	

excited	that	they	committed	to	attend	training	in	emotional	health	every	Tuesday	morning	during	the	summer	in	
order	to	be	mentors	for	the	fall	program.		We	sat	down	to	 interview	one	of	these	individuals,	Teresa,	to	get	her	
take	on	the	program.	

Teresa	 shares	 that	 she	 has	 been	 volunteering	 her	 time	 because	 she	
cares	about	those	in	her	community.	 	She	explains	that	she	has	 lived	a	
life	 of	 depression	 and	 addiction	 and	 knows	 well	 the	 confusion,	
loneliness,	 and	 emptiness	 that	 come	with	 it.	 	 	 It	 is	 not	 difficult	 to	 see	
Teresa’s	compassion	for	those	who	are	journeying	through	what	she	has	
experienced	herself.		At	this	point	in	the	interview,	Teresa	teared	up	and	
stated	that	the	program	is	amazing	and	long	overdue.		She	later	shared	
that	she	has	prayed	for	two	and	a	half	years	for	a	program	like	this.			

Teresa’s	heart	for	the	program	is	to	see	individuals	and	families	healed	
and	 to	 show	 the	 community	 that	 there	 are	 people	 who	 “legitimately	 care”.	 She	 shares	 that	 while	 taking	 her	
training	she	has	learned	to	apply	better	boundaries	in	her	own	life	so	that	she	is	more	able	to	love	those	around	

her.	 	 In	getting	to	know	Teresa,	 I	have	observed	her	giving	so	much	to	 the	
community,	 especially	 loving	 the	 hurting	 youth	 with	 whom	 she	 comes	 in	
contact.	 	 I	 have	 thoroughly	 enjoyed	working	with	 and	 investing	 in	 Teresa	
knowing	that	she	cares	about	her	community	and	wants	to	invest	in	it.			

Emily	Slotegraaf,	Ministry	Coordinator	

	
	

(continued	from	page	1)		
In	chatting	with	 Jeannie,	 she	shares	 that	 her	 favourite	part	 of	 the	 job	 is	being	 able	 to	help	others.	 	She	gets	 very	
passionate	as	she	talks	about	enjoying	the	moment	when	someone	is	so	thankful	at	getting	something	of	real	value	
at	such	a	low	price.	She	may	be	barely	five	feet,	but	her	enthusiasm	spills	over	as	she	explains	her	joy	of	being	part	of	
the	process	 of	 helping	people	who	do	not	 normally	 feel	good	 about	 themselves,	 feel	delighted	 and	 loved	as	 they	
leave	with	their	“great	find”.		
Jeannie	shares	that	the	store	is	more	than	just	a	store.		She	goes	on	to	explain	that	it’s	not	just	a	place	to	shop,	but	
also	a	place	where	people	experience	acceptance,	love	and	being	part	of	a	community.		Some	in	the	neighbourhood	
say	that	they	cannot	walk	by	the	store	without	coming	in.		Because	of	her	work	ethic	and	her	engaging	personality,	
she	creates	an	atmosphere	of	care	and	love	where	there	is	always	plenty	of	helping	hands	and	laughter	to	go	around.		
When	asked	what	she	would	want	people	to	know	about	SM,	she	expresses	a	desire	for	more	people	to	know	about	
the	organization,	the	programs	that	are	offered	and	to	experience	the	love	and	care	that	is	so	much	a	part	of	Great	
Finds.	This	 is	evident	as	Jeannie	shares	how	a	sermon	from	Brian,	one	of	the	previous	interns,	brought	tears	to	her	
eyes	and	touched	her	heart	deeply.		He	had	talked	about	how	at	SM,	the	volunteers	and	staff	do	not	intentionally	go	
out	to	minister;	it	just	happens.	It	is	a	part	of	who	they	are	(Micah	6:8).		It	is	also	because	of	who	Jeannie	is.			
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CHRISTMAS	IN	AUGUST	

We	 all	 know	 that	 Christmas	 is	 in	 December	 but	 on	
Wednesday	August	17,	2016,	a	small	group	of	young	adults	
from	 Kingsway	 Baptist	 Church	 donated	 their	 time,	 effort	
and	 Christmas	 Spirit	 to	 help	 sort	 and	 organize	 the	
Christmas	 donations	 we	 had	 received	 at	 Great	 Finds.	
	
With	Christmas	music	playing	in	the	background	to	 lend	a	
festive	 mood,	 Kristina	 Gummatova,	 Katie	 Rumney,	 Calen	

Demel,	Alaysia	Renelle,	 Khirode	Robertson	 and	Naomi	Anderson	spent	 their	morning	 going	 through	boxes	of	
ornaments,	 decorations	 and	 other	 Christmas	 items.			
	
What	did	volunteering	at	Great	Finds	mean	to	them?	

	‘Helping	 at	 Great	 Finds	 meant	 knowing	 that,	 although	
working	 in	 the	 background,	 you	 are	 still	 serving	 the	
community,	 and	 are	 a	 very	 small	 part	 of	 what	 helps	 to	
bring	 it	 together	 and	 that’s	 awesome.	 It	 was	 so	 great	 to	
serve	and	connect	with	our	community	and	helping	out	an	
organization	 that	 is	 providing	 so	 much	 to	 those	 in	 the	

community.		We	LOVED	getting	in	the	Christmas	spirit	(even	in	
August)	and	appreciate	seeing	some	of	the	behind	the	scenes	
work	going	on	at	Great	Finds!’	

Many	thanks	go	out	to	each	one	who	helped	out.		
	
It	is	never	too	early	to	be	grateful	for	the	Christmas	blessings	
we	can	share.	
	
Jeannie	

WHAT’S	IN	A	NAME?	
The	official	name	of	the	ministry	is	“Stonegate	Community	Ecumenical	Ministry”	which	you	will	probably	agree	
is	quite	a	mouthful.	That	and	the	fact	that	the	acronym	‘SCEM’	can	bring	to	mind	a	less	than	appetizing	picture,	
are	reasons	enough	for	shortening	the	everyday	name	to	“Stonegate	Ministry”.		

The	dictionary	describes	“ecumenical”	this	way:		
“relating	to,	involving,	or	promoting	the	unity	of	different	Christian	churches	and	groups“.		
	

The	 work	 of	 Stonegate	Ministry	 has	 brought	 together	many	 local	 congregations	 and	 individuals	 all	 working	
towards	a	common	goal	-	“to	build	healthy	relationships,	strong	families	and	a	deeper	relationship	with	God…”	
for	 the	people	 in	 the	Stonegate	and	Lake	Shore	communities.	Besides	ministering	 to	 the	material,	emotional	
and	 spiritual	 needs	of	 the	people	we	 serve,	 the	ministry	 has	 brought	many	 individuals	who	 share	 the	 same	
faith,	 but	 are	 from	 different	 traditions,	 to	 serve	 alongside	 each	 other.	 Friendships	 have	 been	 made,	
relationships	have	been	strengthened	and	lives	have	been	enriched.	While	there	were	no	particular	barriers	to	
break	down,	neither	was	there	close	cooperation	between	the	local	churches	in	their	outreach	efforts.	Because	
of	ministries	like	SM,	the	churches	and	many	individuals	are	stronger	and	more	effective	in	their	Kingdom	work.	
A	 good	 example	 is	 the	 cooperative	 and	 successful	 DVBS	 held	 at	 CCSJ,	 which	 the	 article	 on	 the	 next	 page	
describes.	
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You	can	find	Great	Finds	&	our	office	at	2358	Lake	Shore	Blvd.	West,	Etobicoke,	M8V	1C3			

416	255	6282	or	stonegateministry.ca	
Contact	Emily	Slotegraaf,	our	Ministry	Coordinator	at	416	523	8611	or	emily.stonegateministry@gmail.com	

If	you	are	reading	a	hard	copy	and	would	prefer	to	receive	this	newsletter	by	email,	please	contact	
stonegateministryoffice@rogers.com	

	
Stonegate	Ministry	is	a	Canadian	registered	non-profit	charity	

	Donations	may	be	made	by	cheque	or	on	line	at  
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/stonegate-community-ecumenical-ministry/	

	

MESSY	CHURCH	VACATION	BIBLE	CLUB	

Family	 "Messy	 Church	 Vacation	 Bible	 Club"	was	 a	 huge	 hit	
again	this	August	at	Christ	Church	St.	James	on	Park	Lawn	Rd.		

For	 4	 consecutive	 evenings,	 between	 45-60	 moms,	 dads,	
grandparents,	 children	 and	 helpers	 gathered	 around	 the	
meal	 table	 before	 heading	 off	 to	 their	 sharing/learning	
groups.	Lots	of	songs,	 lots	of	stories,	 lots	of	friends	and	lots	
of	 life-changing	 experiences	 gave	 us	 much	 to	 think	 about.	
We	 sure	 appreciated	 the	 sense	 of	 community	 as	 we	 faced	
huge	 faith	 issues,	 such	 as	 hope,	 encouragement,	 love	 and	
power	and	where	Jesus	is	in	all	of	that.	

While	 the	 children	 were	 being	 taught	 in	 their	 various	
stations,	parents	and	 grandparents	 gathered	 to	explore	 the	
realities	 of	 personal	 faith	 in	 Jesus	 Christ.	 On	 one	 of	 the	
evenings,	 Emily	 Slotegraaf	 shared	 pieces	 of	 her	 own	 story	
with	 the	 moms	 and	 dads,	 noting	 the	 importance	 of	 strong	
Christian	role	models	in	our	lives.	

Many	 thanks	 for	 all	 who	 made	 it	 happen,	 including	 our	
amazing	 friends	 from	 Kingsway	 Baptist	 Church	 and	
Stonegate	Ministry.	Now	we	look	forward	to	our	'4th	Annual'	
Family	Messy	Church	Bible	Club	next	summer.		

	
Stonegate	Ministry’s	faithful	prayer	team		

who	meet	regularly	to	pray	for	the	Ministry’s	
work	within	the	Stonegate	and	Lake	Shore	

communities.	

									Visit	our	store		
GREAT	FINDS	at	

2358	Lake	Shore	Blvd.	W		

‘Children’s	and	Adult	
winter	wear	donations	would	be	especially	

welcome’	


